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highest degree attained by many persons; and they have a vitality and 
permanence which merit something other than the neglect which they 
have received. 

Proverbs have certain definite characteristics. They are negative in 
their caution and restraint by representing vividly the results of injudi- 
cious or evil conduct. Hence they often smack of pessimism and appear 
cynical. Their negative character, too, affords them the advantage of 
being on the winning side. Yet they are not general truths. They only 
appear so. Their form and matter are inconsistent. They really give 
expression to some one aspect of life. They have not breadth of outlook, 
but rather precision of illustration. How, then, have these narrow and 
partial proverbs retained their hold? It is due, says the author, to their 
' many-sidedness and catholicity,' on the one hand, and to their ' unsys- 
tematic character,' on the other. They represent not tendencies, but 
diversities of experience. The representation, moreover, is often self- 
contradictory. This might appear fatal; but self-consistency is not an 
invariable requisite of efficiency nor is it a representation of the com- 
plexity of moral problems. Hence the real service of proverbs. They 
are conservative; they help to maintain balance and sanity. They have 
also been positive in preventing stagnation and adherence to half-truths. 
Even though the morality be not always of the highest, it is comprehen- 
sive and corrective. There is, therefore, available material here to assist 
in the formulation of a theory designed to meet the needs of humanity. 

The field to which the author has here drawn attention is a neglected 
one. Aside from the proverbs extracted from the Bible and folk-lore, 
and the sentential of the classical writers, hundreds of these proverbs 
came in through the emblem and epigram writers of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, and from the poets as well. A considerable por- 
tion of instruction in morals at this time was imparted by means of 
maxims presenting the virtues of civil, political and religious life. The 
effect of this instruction on morality has not as yet been estimated. Such 
an historical investigation would certainly contribute to the history, pos- 
sibly to the theory, of ethics. Arthur H. R. Fairchild. 

Yale University. 

ha morale de Benouvier. A. Darlu. Revue de Metaphysique et de 

Morale, January, 1904, pp. 1-18. 

This article is one of a group by different writers shortly to be pub- 
lished in separate book form under the general title ' Les idees morales 
contemporaines.' It is itself a review of Renouvier's two-volume work, 
'La science de la morale,' which appeared in 1869. M. Darlu points out 
the close relationship of Eenouvier to the ideas of the French Revolution 
— emphasis on liberty, individualism and personalism; a virtual contract 
which the reasoning mind makes in recognizing the equal rights of other 
persons and which gives the basis for justice; the right of combat because 
minds are not always reasonable, etc. He dwells at some length upon 
Renouvier's application of his principles to economics, where duty is 
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defined as an obligation to labor and a right is a credit upon the labor 
of others, and where Renouvier is kept from substituting the word labor 
everywhere for the word duty only, as he himself says, in order to remain 
in line 'with a respectable tradition which the Kantian ethics re-estab- 
lished in its purity.' Eenouvier finds the remedy for injustice and for the 
state of war, not in reform laws, but in bringing every separate individual 
of the whole mass to a sense of justice. q. eo jj Montgomery. 

Yale University. 
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MIND. January, 1904, N. S., No. 49. The Definition of Will (III.) 
(pp. 1—87) : F. H. Bradley. - In this article, the last of a series, the au- 
thor desires to test his definition of will as ' the self-realization of a 
tendency with which the self is identified,' by considering those cases to 
which this definition might seem least applicable. To this end he dis- 
cusses imperative, disjunctive and negative types of volition, and the 
relation of will to conation, desire, pleasure and pain. The so-called 
different types of volition are successively shown to differ in the ideas 
willed rather than in the acts of willing. Thus ' imperative volition ' 
is the indicative willing of an imperative ; ' disjunctive volition ' the 
categorical willing of a disjunctive idea; 'negative volition' the affirma- 
tive willing of a negation (i. e., a destruction or removal) of something. 
Will is wrongly supposed to depend in its essence upon conation, desire, 
pleasure and pain. For there are cases of will which involve none 
of these, and even if they have been necessary for the origin of will it 
does not follow that they enter into its nature. Moreover, they in no 
way explain the mechanism will, which is rather to be explained by the 
supposition of natural or acquired dispositions, which are started into 
activity by ideal suggestions. The Relations of Metaphysics to Ethics 
(pp. S8-5S): W. H. Eairbrother. - " Are the ethical doctrines taught by 
the more important writers in this subject derived from, or traceable to, 
their respective metaphysical beliefs? or (2) in abstracto, is the subject 
matter of Moral Science of such a kind that it is necessarily affected by 
our belief as to the ultimate nature of man and the Universe ? " The 
writer concerns himself mainly with the first question. He shows that 
Plato and Green explicitly, and Kant, Spencer, Stephen and Mill im- 
plicitly, base their theory of what ought to be on their theory of what is. 
On the other hand, the eighteenth-century moralists seem to confine their 
ethical inquiries to the nature and origin of the moral sentiments actually 
possessed. But their ethical theories are for that very reason regarded 
as unsatisfactory. The only legitimate basis for making ethics inde- 
pendent of metaphysics is that ' our knowledge of reality is not com- 
plete enough to enable us to deductively demonstrate the multifarious 
detail to which answers must be given and practically acted upon in 
daily life.' Kant's Transcendental Idealism (II.) (pp. 5^-71) : 0. M. 
Walsh.- " This paper does not advocate the adoption of the Transcend- 



